
Teaching Guidelines: Mentor Text with Nonfiction Picture Book  

Nonfiction picture books are an excellent resource to learn not just facts, but both common and 
domain-specific vocabulary. Up, up, and away, Monarch Butterflies is book filled with pictures, 
diagrams, and infographics. It can be used as a read-aloud for younger children, but it is a huge 
boost for high school and adult foreign language learners as well. Using it as a mentor text will 
help show students how they can navigate through nonfiction text.  

 
 
 For Younger Children 
 
Before Reading  
 
Ask children questions about monarch butterflies to check what they already know: 
•   Why do butterflies need flowers? 
•   What is a caterpillar?  
•   What do monarch butterflies look like? 
      

After Reading 

• What makes monarch butterflies different from other butterflies? 
• Why do some butterflies look just like monarch butterflies? 
• What kind of plant do butterflies need to survive? 

Reading the photographic images for older children: 

• Read the main text of the book once, allowing students to look at each photograph. 
• Is this a true story, or a made-up one? Fiction or nonfiction? 
• Which shots depict the setting? 
• Which photographs required a closer look to better understand the vocabulary?  
• Which photographs have details that make the text clearer to understand? 
• How can the theme or main idea of this book be applied to other threatened insects? 



 

Reading the graphs (all ages): Look at each graph and discuss what it is depicting.  

• The egg-to-butterfly cycle 
• Monarch butterfly migration map 
• Anatomy of a Monarch 

Writing and Illustrating Activities 

• Show students the back matter at the end of the book to learn how to be a citizen scientist 
• Draw a diagram with labels for another insect (for example, anatomy of a bee) 
• Write a short essay about one aspect of monarch butterflies (milkweed, migration, life 

cycle etc.), using this book as a source. 
• Look at how book titles, author, publisher, and date of the sources is listed for papers for 

older children. 

 

• Marta Magellan, former award-winning professor of English and Creative Writing at 
Miami Dade College now writes children’s books full time. She has many books on wild 
animals from anoles to vultures. She focuses on their importance to our ecosystem and to 
their conservation. To learn more about her, visit her website at 
www.martamagellan.com and follow her on Instagram: @martamagellan and Facebook: 
Marta Magellan Books and Reviews. 
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