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Bee Catastrophe: We’ll Miss Them When They’re Gone 
By Marta Magellan 
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About the Book: Not long ago, fields buzzed with 
the sound of bees. All types of bees did their part 
to help plants grow. But bees are in danger, and 
people depend on them for much of the food 
supply we take for granted. This beautifully 
illustrated book touches on several causes leading 
to the collapse of the bee population, especially 
the new super-pesticides. Children will learn how 
connected humans are to the natural world 
through one little insect. 

 
Bee Catastrophe also includes backmatter offering a graphic illustrating the trajectory of the 

pesticide, known as neonics, extra facts such as how bees communicate to each other about the 

location of nectar, and information on how readers can help avert a bee catastrophe. 

 

Marta Magellan was born in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and lives in Miami, Florida. Her published 

nonfiction books for children have won many awards (Florida Book Award, California Reading 

Association Eureka Award, 2020 Writer’s Digest Writing Competition, Russell Freedman Nonfiction 

Books for a Better World, Green Earth Award, among others). She taught Composition, Creative 

Writing, and Survey of Children’s Literature, at Miami Dade College, where she was a full professor 

and adviser to the campus literary magazine. She now writes nonfiction books for children, focusing on 

nature and conservation. Website: www.marta.magellan.com   

 

Before Reading the Book  

• Engage children by asking them what they know about bees. 

• As they read, ask children to watch for information about 

o What foods people eat that depend on bees 

o How bees spread pollen to help plants grow 

o How a new super pesticide is killing bees 

o How farmers are trying to help avert the bee catastrophe 

https://www.insectimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5598197
http://www.marta.magellan.com/
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The Scientific Method 
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• Check out the following steps in the research and identify which part of the scientific 

method each belongs to (the answers are in parentheses for the teacher): 

• A beekeeper asked what was making his bees die. (Ask a question) 

• He looked into several possibilities. (Research revealed it could be several things) 

• On his own, he looked at his beehives and dead bees. (Experiment and collect data) 

• His first ideas about what killed the bees were false (Analyze the data and draw 

conclusions) 

• He tried again and did more research and came up with pesticides. (Try Again: 

Formulate a new hypothesis) 

• He read that scientists performed experiments on dead bees in laboratories. 

(Experiment and collect data) 

• The beekeeper shared his results with others, including farmers. (Communicate the 

results) 

  

           Research 

           Formulate a Hypothesis 

     Experiment and collect Data 

Analyze the Data and Draw Conclusions 

 

 Hypothesis is True  Hypothesis is False 

Try 
again 
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English Language Arts 
 

Insects mentioned in Bee Catastrophe 

 

• Insect an animal with six legs, a hard outer body, and often two antennae. 

• Bee a small flying insect known for living in groups called colonies and helping plants grow by 

carrying pollen from one flower to another. Only honeybees make honey.  

• Beetle a type of insect with a hard shell on its back that protects its wings. They come in many 

shapes, sizes, and colors. Ladybugs are a type of beetle. 

• Butterfly an insect with large, colorful wings and a tiny body. It starts as a caterpillar and 

changes into a butterfly. They spread pollen as they drink nectar from flowers. 

• Cockroaches a brown or black insect with a flattened body who often live in people’s homes 

and gardens and wherever it’s warm and dark. People think of them as pests when they enter 

their homes and restaurants. They are very strong and live in many places. 

• Cricket a small brown or black insect with long legs, known for its chirping sound. 

• Dragonfly a flying insect with a long body, two big eyes, and four wings, sometimes see-

through and iridescent. They live wherever clean water is available like near ponds and rivers. 

• Fly a word that represents 85,000 species of flying insects but is usually meant to mean the 

common housefly. It has three pairs of legs and five eyes. Two of the eyes cover most of the head. 

• Katydid a grasshopper-like insect that looks like a leaf and makes a shrill sound that sounds 

like it’s saying “kadydid, katy didn’t.” It makes the sound by rubbing its wings together.  

• Mosquito a tiny flying insect with long legs and thin wings, famous for stinging people and 

drinking a bit of blood. Not all mosquitoes sting, but they are food for birds, fish, and bats.  

• Moth an insect with wings like a butterfly, but less colorful. They also start as caterpillars and 

change into moths. They are most active at night and usually have fuzzy bodies. 

• Wasp an insect related to bees but having a longer body. Females have a powerful sting. 

• Yellow Jacket A type of wasp sometimes confused with bees because their colors are similar. 

They are more aggressive and more likely to sting than bees. 
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Activity: Vocabulary for younger children with visual support 

 

bee 

my definition my drawing 

 
 

butterfly 

my definition my drawing 
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Yellow jacket 

my definition my drawing 

 
 

ladybug 

my definition my drawing 
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dragonfly 

my definition my drawing 

 

 

 

 
 

beetle 

my definition my drawing 
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If there are other words you don’t know, try sounding them out or looking at the pictures to see 

what makes sense. Many words are explained in the book, but you may also look the words up in a 

dictionary or on the internet. Here are some important words from the book: 

 

• Pollen  

• Species  

• Hive 

• Habitat  

• Endangered  

• Extinct  

• Varroa mite  

Learn from Reading a Nonfiction book 

While reading Bee Catastrophe, have students (individually/ in group/ whole class) fill 

the first two columns: 
 

Things we Learned from the 
book 

Questions we had before and 
during reading 

Answers we found 

   

   

   

 

• After reading, discuss the “Questions we had before and during reading”. 

o Were these questions answered in the story? 

o If so, find the answer within the text. 

o Write down the answer in the “Answers we found” column. 

 

• Find answers for remaining questions in the “Questions we had before and during 

reading” through internet or book research. 

o Discuss how to find answers through research. 

o Which is your favorite way to find answers, on the internet or in a book? 

o Do you trust a printed book or internet more? Why? 


	Learn from Reading a Nonfiction book

